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Number 
crunchers to 
crack crimes 

Police have funds to focus on 
priorities and hire analysts EZ 


How to watch 
someone disappear 
completely 

Bus Stop brings 'extraordinarily artful' 
theatre show to Halifax SHE 



*1 love those 
boys 

Huskies will hold Tom Strong 
Night as team continues to stand 
by assistant coach Tom Lee 
through battle with cancer UEZ EH 
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STAMK0S STOPS 
SHORT OF SOCHI 

TAMPA BAY STAR OUT OF GAMES 
AFTER TESTS SHOW 
HIS BROKEN LEG 
, HASN'T FULLY 
W HEALED ESEil 




POSITIVELY PINNING 

Judy Haiven, a professor at Saint Mary’s University, shows off some of the buttons she and her 
husband created in hopes of changing the culture at the school. The buttons display anti-intolerance 
messages. Story, page 5- jeff harper/metro 


Pilot project 
is ready to roll 


Who’s got 2 wheels 
and wants to use 
them? N.S. launches 
long-term Segway test 



HALEY 

RYAN 

haley.ryan@metronews.ca 


A new Segway project is ready 
to roll across Nova Scotia, but 
a Halifax councillor said he 
doesn’t see the idea gaining 
traction with local residents. 

Those who own or lease at 
least three Segways can apply 
to take part in the project, the 
province announced Wednes¬ 
day. 

“I think it’s interesting,” 
said downtown Halifax Coun. 
Waye Mason, but added Seg¬ 
ways haven’t become popular 
even in warmer climates where 
they’re used all year round. 

“I don’t want to stand in its 
way with regulation, I’m just 
not too sure exactly who would 
use it,” he said. 



Transportation Minister 
Geoff MacLellan said it’s a pro¬ 
ject for exploring alternative 
transportation options. 

“I can’t stress enough how 
critical road safety will fac¬ 
tor into the final pilot project 
evaluation,” he said in a re¬ 
lease. 

Under the project rules, 
Segway users must use hel¬ 
mets and be at least 16 years 
old, or 14 with a guardian’s 
consent. They can’t 
travel faster than 20 
kilometres per hour, 
and can’t be used on 
roads with a speed 
limit higher than 60 
km/h. 

Riders would act as 
cyclists on a bike path 
or trail, but Mason 
said he doesn’t think 
large groups of Seg¬ 
ways should be taking 
up space on those 
routes. 

“It’s not bik¬ 
ing, it’s not a lot 
of physical activ- 

GETTY IMAGES 


ity,” Mason said. “It’s motorized 
transport... I don’t see those as 
necessarily compatible uses.” 

The pilot project will run 
until Januaiy 2016, when the 
department will decide wheth¬ 
er to amend the Motor Vehicle 
Act to allow Segway use in the 
province permanently. 

As of now, Segways are 
permitted only on private 
property. In Halifax, you 
can find them during the 
summer months on the 
waterfront. 

“We are open to 
the idea and we’ll 
have to see where the 
pilot project goes and 
what kind of legislative 
framework is in place to 
make sure that every¬ 
one is safe,” said Halifax 
Regional Police spokes¬ 
man Const. Pierre Bour¬ 
ses. 

“We’ll just have to 
react to whatever the 
province does,” added 
HRM Mayor Mike Sav¬ 
age when asked about 
the issue. 



Average wage: $19.75 an hour' 
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eciaiis PURSUE YOUR PASSION! 


And earn the income you deserve. 

Start in March and be job ready in 60 weeks! 


Call or click TODAY! successcollege.ca 865-8283 


* Source: Nova Scotia Labour Market Information: 
careers.novascotia.ca. Actor portrayals. 

























Kyle Veinotte 
Mercedes-Benz 


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

TOP SALES 

PEOPLE OF 2013 


CONSUMER 

CHOICE AWARD 


2014 


HALIFAX 


A GREAT PLACE TO WORK. 

A GREAT PLACE TO GROW. 

Want to join our top sales team? 
Apply today at oregans.com/careers 


MOST ADMIRED 

CORPORATE CULTURES™ 2013 y 
Presented by Waterstone 


DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


Photography by Tanglewood Studio 




Kyle Johnson 
Chevrolet Buick 
GMC Cadillac 


Jeff Kaulback ’ll] Brian Pickrem 
South Shore Toyota ' Toyota Dartmouth 
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Tom Vaughan 
South Shore Hyundai 


Steve Collings 
Toyota Dartmouth 
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Ann Morrison 
Leasing 


Harvey Steele Jeff Myers 

Green Light Dartmouth Dartmouth Hyundai 
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Jonathan Griggs 
Toyota Dartmouth 


Jason Comer 
Dartmouth Hyundai 


Richar^Fulton 
Kia Halifax 


Dave Corkum 
Green Light South Shore 


Martin Nielsen John Francis MacNeil 
Nissan Infiniti Toyota Dartmouth 


Chris Ryder 
Kia Halifax 


South Shore Subaru 


Br^fJ^Kay 

BMW/MINI 
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Terry Murphy 
Toyota Dartmouth 


Jason Hoffman 
Dartmouth Hyundai 


Carl BCffler 
Toyota Halifax 


Jason Ripley 
Kia Dartmouth 


,17 

Beth Powers 
South Shore Toyota 


Fadi Safatli 
Dartmouth Hyundai 


Amanda Jamieson 
Kia Dartmouth 


Dan Wiswell 
Toyota Dartmouth 


Cali Wagner 
Toyota Dartmouth 


Mike Donaldson 
Green Light Halifax 


K T? 

Kerwin Hynes 

Kia Dartmouth 




ill 
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Greg Dugal 
Dartmouth Hyundai 


Will Butler 
Toyota Dartmouth 


Kevjn Clark 
Dartmouth ^Hyundai 


Shafin Mahfuz 


Chevrolet Buick 
GMC Cadillac 


Chris Nicholson 
Chevrolet Buick 
GMC Cadillac 


Isaac Pereira 
Kia Dartmouth 




Steve Klaus 
Mercedes-Ben 


Todd Gracie 
reen'light Halifax 


Mac McLain 
South Shore Subaru 


Keith Boulegon 
Green Light Dartmouth 


Kelly Poole 
Leasing 
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‘Well deserving' 


Volunteer 
numbers down, 
honorariums up 
for firefighters 

Volunteer firefighters 
in HRM will see their 
honorarium fund go up 
next year, as regional 
council approved an 
extra $200,000 for the 
participation system 
Wednesday. 

Chief Doug Trussler 
presented the proposed 
$58 million budget from 
Halifax Regional Fire and 
Emergency to regional 
council’s committee of 
the whole, and asked 
them to approve four 
service enhancements 
totaling $677,000 which 
included the honorarium 
increase. 

Honorariums are 
paid to volunteers for 
participation, and each 
point (about one hour) 
will reach just over $12. 
Trussler said they wanted 
the points to be similar 
to minimum wage. 

“We do ask a lot of 
our volunteers,” Trussler 
said to reporters after 
the extra funds were ap¬ 
proved alongside the full 
budget. “They’re very 
well deserving of that.” 

Trussler also said 
some stations aren’t 
meeting the service 
standards of four fire¬ 
fighters per truck, and 
sometimes go with two 
or three people. 

Volunteer numbers are 
dwindling, Trussler said, 
especially in rural areas 
like the Eastern Shore. 

He said a solution 
could be putting more ca¬ 
reer staff in those areas, 
but they’re working on 
a master plan to tackle 
everything that will go to 
council later this spring. 

HALEY RYAN/METRO 



New data analysts to 
look at HRM crime 


‘Crime dividend’. 

Budget up due to 
automatic salary hike, 
police chief says 



HALEY 

RYAN 

haley.ryan@metronews.ca 


A drop in homicides and court 
time has allowed the Halifax 
Regional Police to move funds 
around in order to focus on 
issues like sexual violence and 
traffic, says the chief of the 
Halifax Regional Police. 

During a budget presenta¬ 
tion at regional council Wed¬ 


nesday, Chief Jean-Michel 
Blais said less court hours and 
overtime salaiy for officers 
has led to a “crime dividend” 
they will re-invest into equip¬ 
ment, training and priorities 
like cold cases, domestic vio¬ 
lence, and traffic collisions. 

“In 2013 we had 17 people 
who were killed (in acci¬ 
dents),” Blais said, compared 
to six homicides. 

“We have a tendency ... to 
concentrate on just homicide 
statistics. I’d like us to be able 
to concentrate on the traffic 
instances as well.” 

Although a step up from 
last year’s $73.8 million 
budget, the $76.2 million 


HRP budget was approved, 
with councillors like Barry 
Dalrymple voicing their sup¬ 
port for the hiring of two new 
data analysts. 

“Anything to do with crime 
analysis, I think that’s what’s 
driving right now the decrease 
in crime,” said Dalrymple. 

Blais said most of the extra 
funds needed are due to $2.4 
million in salary increases 
through a contract agree¬ 
ment. 

Police are “very, very 
pleased” with the Comstat 
crime-tracking map, Blais 
said, adding the force is work¬ 
ing on a real-time crime centre 
where staff could relay details 


Consultation 


Although in the early 
stages right now, Blais 
said HRP are consulting an 
architecture firm about a 
new public-safety building 
police could share with 
emergency services, sher¬ 
iffs, Halifax RCMP and have 
space for residents to use. 


to an officer on their way to an 
incident so they’re prepared 
for a dangerous situation. 

HRP will soon have 12 ana¬ 
lysts, compared to one last 
year, Blais said. 





& BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

SHOW 

FEBRUARY 8 & 9 


EXHIBITION PARK 


THE MARITIMES’ ONLY BUSINESS 
OWNERSHIP SHOW - 2 DAYS ONLY! 

Meet North America’s best Franchises and 
hottest new businesses! 

FREE seminars packed with advice to help you 
own a successful business. 

Proven full and part-time businesses now available. 


OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 


Exhibition Park * Main Arena * 200 Prospect Road _____ 
Saturday 11 am - 5 pm - Sunday 11 am - 4 pm Fritt 

HalifaxFranchiseShow.com admission 
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Home invasion. Police 
search for three suspects 


Police are asking for the pub¬ 
lic’s help in identifying three 
men from an alleged Halifax 
home invasion that saw the 
victim threatened with a hand¬ 
gun and a crowbar. 

The victim, a 25-year-old 
man, was home alone in his 
apartment in the 2600 block of 
Gladstone Street on Dec. 17 at 
1 a.m., when he heard a knock 
at the door. 

When he answered, po¬ 
lice say he was confronted by 
three men who had their faces 
covered, and two were armed 
with weapons. 

The apartment was then 
ransacked and police say the 
men stole various electronic 
items, clothing and personal 
belongings. 


The victim wasn’t hurt, and 
ran to a nearby store to call 
police. Officers arrived and a 
I<9 unit was deployed, but the 
three men couldn’t be located. 

About 90 minutes after the 
break-in, police say two of the 
suspects walked into the Sco- 
tiabanlc on 5656 Spring Gar¬ 
den Rd. and were caught on a 
video surveillance camera try¬ 
ing to access the victim’s bank 
account. They left a short time 
later on foot. 

On Wednesday, police 
issued still images of the two 
suspects from the video sur¬ 
veillance camera at the bank. 

Anyone with information 
on the two men’s identities is 
asked to contact police at 490- 
5016. METRO 



Accident. Man, 69, killed 
by excavator machine 


Police say a 69-year-old man 
is dead after he was found 
trapped between the bucket 
arm and body of an excavator 
while working on a private 
property near the commun¬ 
ity of River John. 

The accident happened 
just before 1 p.m. on Wednes¬ 
day, with Colchester District 
RCMP and Tatamagouche Fire 
arriving on scene to find the 
dead man’s body. 


Search of home 
leads to drug 
charges 

A 25-year-old man is facing 
drug charges after Nova 
Scotia police executed a 
search warrant in Stel- 
larton on Wednesday 
morning. Police said they 
seized 269 marijuana 
plants, 31 dried marijuana, 
42 contraband cigarettes 
and growing equipment 
during the mid-morning 
search, metro 


The victim’s name hasn’t 
been released pending 
notification of next of kin. 


Police say the death has 
been turned over to the 
province’s medical examiner 
office. 

METRO 


Nova Scotia 


RCMP appoint 

commanding 

officer 

The RCMP in Nova Scotia 
are getting a new com¬ 
manding officer. Chief 
Supt. Brian Brennan will 
take over Feb. 15 with the 
retirement of assistant 
commissioner Alphonse 
MacNeil. MacNeil an¬ 
nounced his retirement 
last month after 38 years 
with the police force. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Taxi rules need to 
be changed: Buffett 


Accessibility. 

Association says some 
cabs aren’t servicing 
wheelchair users 



RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport® metronews.ca 


City staff are looking into a list 
of proposed changes to access¬ 
ible taxi regulations in HRM. 

Halifax Taxi Drivers 
Owners Association president 
Dave Buffett told the Trans¬ 
portation Standing Commit¬ 
tee Tuesday that current rules 
need to be changed in order 
to ensure service for people 
with disabilities in all HRM 


taxi zones. 

As it stands, accessible 
taxis aren’t restricted to a sin¬ 
gle zone, as are conventional 
taxis. 

“The result is that in the 
HRM, drivers buy accessible 
taxis simply to get a Halifax 
rooflight,” states Buffett’s 
presentation. “Only four of 
the over 30 accessible taxis 
pick up persons with a wheel¬ 
chair.” 

The association is recom¬ 
mending dividing all access¬ 
ible cabs equally among the 
existing taxi zones to ensure 
equal access for people with 
disabilities. 

Buffett also told the com¬ 
mittee all new licenses 
issued in HRM from now on 
should be for accessible taxis 


In numbers 


34 

The number of accessible taxis currently 
licensed in HRM. 


— specifically minivans — 
equipped to cariy two wheel¬ 
chairs simultaneously. 

“If two people in wheel¬ 
chairs are going downtown ... 
they both pay $15, $20, $30,” 
he said. “With a two-chair 
capacity ... it means people 
can take the taxi plus 70 
cents, none of this two taxis.” 

The association also rec¬ 
ommends accessible taxis be 
dispatched in the same man¬ 
ner as conventional cabs. 


Currently, anyone who calls 
for an accessible van is given 
a list of phone numbers and 
told to deal directly with the 
driver. 

HRM’s regional co-ordin¬ 
ator of taxi and limousine 
services told the committee 
the provincial Motor Vehicle 
Act has several stipulations 
that affect HRM’s taxi service. 

“(We) cannot directly or 
indirectly limit the vehicle,” 
he said. “We cannot limit the 
number of drivers and we 
cannot limit the type of clien¬ 
tele to which those services 
are offered.” 

Hindle said HRM staff have 
begun legal consultations on 
the proposals and could have 
a report back to the commit¬ 
tee in April. 


Third crosswalk incident in just two days 


A 46-year-old man suffered 
some bruising but no ser¬ 
ious injuries when he was 
knocked to the ground after 
being struck by a vehicle in 
a crosswalk on Wednesday 
night. 


The accident happened at 
6:30 p.m. at the intersection 
of Mumford Road and Ash- 
burn Avenue in Halifax. 

The driver, a 69-year-old 
man, left the scene after pro¬ 
viding his information to the 


victim, and was later ticketed 
by police for failing to yield to 
a pedestrian in a crosswalk. 

The crosswalk accident 
was the third in HRM in the 
past two days. 

A 24-year-old woman was 


also hit in a crosswalk in Clay¬ 
ton Park on Tuesday night 
and a 45-year-old woman was 
struck crossing Oxford street 
in Halifax on Tuesday mor¬ 
ning. 

METRO 
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Pushing all the right buttons 
at Saint Mary's University 


Sexism. Business 
professors handing 
out buttons with anti¬ 
intolerance message in 
response to racist and 
misogynistic tweets 


RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport® metronews.ca 

Two professors at Saint Maiy’s 
University have launched a 
grassroots awareness campaign 
in hopes of changing the cul¬ 
ture around sexism and intoler¬ 
ance on campus. 

Dr. Judy Haiven said she 
and her husband designed and 
crafted buttons for students, 
faculty, staff and administra¬ 
tors to wear in response to a 
series of misogynistic and racist 
tweets sent by Saint Maiy’s 
football players last month. 


“I thought taking this small 
step of making these but¬ 
tons would encourage people 
to wear them and stand up 
and say, ‘I’m not for all the 
bad things; I’m for the good 
things,”’ said Haiven. 

The tweets from football 
players came about a month 
after Saint Maiy’s made na¬ 
tional headlines for a pro-rape 
chant involving hundreds of 
frosh students and leaders. 

Several of the football play¬ 
ers were suspended last month, 
and the frosh chant inspired a 
report and recommendations 
to improve the culture of sex- 
ualized violence on campus. 

But Haiven said the but¬ 
tons offer eveiy individual a 
personal opportunity to inspire 
dialogue and be part of the slow 
process of changing attitudes. 

“It’s going to be small ges¬ 
tures like this that change the 
culture,” she said. “Not mega 
gestures from the athletes or 
mega gestures from the admin- 



Quoted 


“I teach here, and I want 
to be proud of the place 
where I teach ...I feel that 


it’s extremely im 
to change the cu 
because the stud 


jortant 
ture, 
ents will 


ultimately suffer.” 


Dr. Judy Haiven, Saint Mary’s University 
professor 


istration.” 

So far, Haiven and her hus¬ 
band — another professor at 
Saint Maiy’s — have made 
about 200 of the buttons and 
given out 150. She said interest 
has been sufficient to consider 
having a professional manufac¬ 
turer make up a larger batch. 

“We’re trying to change the 
culture of the thinking people 
at the university, and there’s 
a lot of us,” she said. “There’s 
thousands, actually.” 



rmatSML 
And I’m 
against 
RACISM 


I’m at SMU 
And I’m 
against 
SEXISM 



INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL 

You asked for it, so we did it! 

We've added an additional junior high class. 

Spaces are now available in Grades 7 & 8 for 
September 2014. Find out more at our Open 
House or call to make an appointment to visit us. 

3331 Connaught Ave. • 423-9777 • HalifaxIndependentSchool.ca 



CHOCOLATE I WINE I CHEESE 


treat yourself to an 

evening of indulc|6nC6 

Luxurious matches of gourmet chocolate, fine wine 
and artisanal cheese. Get a little taste of heaven at 
the Schooner Room, Casino Nova Scotia, Thursday, 
February 6 from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm 

Go on... you deserve it! 

Visit eDlnlng .ca or call 429-5343 ext 1 

for tickets, hotel packages & more information 



casino Sysco nscc <^ns rfH 


Also watch for the Savour Food & Wine Show being held March^fe at the 
Cunard Centre; tickets $79 +HST and hotel packages available at eDining.ca. 
Dine Around continues all February - check out the delicious menus online. 
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Broken generator to force the 
HMCS Windsor into dry dock 


Sub-standard? Issue 
was detected soon 
after sub finished up 
five-year refit period 


The navy says its only oper¬ 
ating submarine on the East 
Coast will have to undergo re¬ 
pairs for six to seven months 
because of a broken gener¬ 
ator. 

Capt. Peter Ryan says 


HMCS Windsor will be out of 
commission for repairs from 
March until September at a 
navy facility in Halifax. 

Ryan says the generator is 
one of two on the submarine 
that provide a crucial source 
of power for the vessel. 

He says it is a key piece of 
equipment that must be fixed 
before the submarine can re¬ 
turn to operations. 

The submarine spent five 
years in a refit from 2007 
until the middle of 2012, 


when it was returned to ser¬ 
vice. 

The navy said in an email 
late Wednesday that the 
problem with the generator 
was detected shortly after it 
returned to sea. 

Spokeswoman navy Lt. 
Jennifer Fidler said the work 
to correct the problem has 
been planned for months. 
She estimated the cost of in¬ 
stalling a replacement would 
be about $1.5 million. 

The navy’s four subma¬ 


rines were once heralded as 
a great bargain for taxpayers, 
but the poor condition of the 
British-built, diesel-electric 
vessels has since tarnished 
their reputation. 

Prior problems with the 
fleet include extensive rust, 
flooding and hull dents. 

HMCS Victoria — based on 
the West Coast — is now the 
navy’s only fully operational 
submarine, having complet¬ 
ed the test firing of a live tor¬ 
pedo. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Driver of van killed in head-on collision with tractor trailer 


Police investigate a fatal crash on Highway 104 in French River on Wednesday afternoon. Police say a van and tractor trailer were going in opposite direc¬ 
tions when they collided. The driver of the van died at the scene. The driver of the tractor trailer suffered non-life threatening injuries, new Glasgow news 
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A fimat Big World ft Chndina Agistor* 

Say Something 

Av*> 

Hey Brother 

Pitbii ft KeSha 

Timber 

Eminem ft Rihanna 

The Monster 


Want 




Katy Perry Ft Juicy J 

Dark Horse 
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Provincial Exhibition. N.S. 
calls loan and takes assets 


The Nova Scotia government 
has called a loan and taken 
over the assets of the indebt¬ 
ed commission that runs the 
Provincial Exhibition and a 
harness racing track. 

Agriculture Minister Keith 
Colwell says the Nova Scotia 
Farm Loan Board has asked 
the Nova Scotia Provincial Ex¬ 
hibition Commission in Truro 
to repay its loan. 

Colwell says the commis¬ 
sion has a combined loan bal¬ 
ance of nearly $422,000, in¬ 
cluding arrears of more than 
$170,000. 


On site 


The exhibition grounds 
are also home to the Truro 
Raceway, a harness racing 
track that was threatened 
with closure last year. 


The Department of Agri¬ 
culture is hiring an account¬ 
ing firm to audit the commis¬ 
sion after many unsuccessful 
attempts by the board to get 
information from the com¬ 
mission. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Energy East Pipeline plan. 

President seeks early start 
on filling future positions 


The president of the Energy 
East Pipeline encouraged a 
business audience Wednes¬ 
day to start registering for 
possible work on the pro¬ 
posed cross-countiy project. 

Steve Pohlod said in a 
speech at the Maritimes 
Energy Association in Hali¬ 
fax that the subsidiary of 
TransCanada will need 
everything from security 
personnel for work camps 
to geotechnical experts and 
mechanical engineers if the 
4,500-lcilometre project is ap¬ 
proved. 

The executive invited 
firms to start registering on 


a company website for a pre¬ 
qualification process. 

“The time to start is now. 
Though we’re in early days, 
it’s never too early to start 
some of these activities,” 
Pohlod said at the evening 
gathering. 

The executive didn’t say 
precisely how much local 
work is guaranteed for firms 
from each province but did 
say the company will consid¬ 
er hiring in the areas where 
it is building the pipeline. 

“We need to develop strat¬ 
egies that will develop local 
opportunities,” he said. 

NEW GLASGOW NEWS 


Premature? 


“The time to start is now. Though we’re in 
early days, it’s never too early to start some 
of these activities.” 

Steve Pohlod, president of the Energy East Pipeline 


An investment in the next 
generation. Premier talks 
up the role of universities 


Education was at the top of 
Premier Stephen McNeil’s 
agenda in a noon-hour ad¬ 
dress to members of the Syd¬ 
ney and Area Chamber of 
Commerce on Wednesday. 

Describing it as the foun¬ 
dation of this Liberal govern¬ 
ment, McNeil said they have a 
responsibility to invest in the 
next generation. 

“One of the things that 


we need to do as a province 
is to stop apologizing for the 
number of post-secondaiy in¬ 
stitutions that we have in this 
province. They are a great 
asset,” he said. 

“We, for too long, have 
used them as a liability on 
the budget line, as opposed 
to recognizing the economic 
driver they are.” 

CAPE BRETON POST 
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Rome. United Nations 
report urges Vatican to 
come clean on abuse 


Sochi security beefed up 



Russian President Vladimir Putin signs a wall at the Coastal Cluster Olympic 
Village on Wednesday in Sochi, alexei nikolsky/the associated press 


The Vatican “systematically” 
adopted policies that allowed 
priests to rape and molest tens 
of thousands of children over 
decades, a UN human rights 
committee said Wednesday, 
urging the Holy See to open its 
files on pedophiles and bishops 
who concealed their crimes. 

The UN committee severely 
criticized the Holy See for its at¬ 
titudes toward homosexuality, 
contraception and abortion and 
said it should change its own 
canon law to ensure children’s 
rights and their access to health 
care are guaranteed. 


The Vatican promptly ob¬ 
jected and its UN ambassador 
accused the committee of hav¬ 
ing betrayed the international 
body’s own objectives by al¬ 
lowing itself to be swayed by 
pro-gay ideologues. 

The report, which took the 
Vatican by surprise in its harsh 
tone, puts renewed pressure 
on Pope Francis to move deci¬ 
sively on the abuse front and 
make good on pledges to create 
a Vatican commission to study 
sex abuse and recommend best 
practices to fight it. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Winter Olympics. 

Russia’s law-and-order 
president not taking 
terrorist threat lightly 


President Vladimir Putin point¬ 
ed Wednesday to the Boston 
Marathon bombings as a big 
reason for the intense security 
around the Winter Olympics 
starting in Russia this week. 

The Chechen brothers ac¬ 
cused of the 2013 Boston at¬ 
tacks hailed from just a few 
hundred kilometres away 
from the Olympic sites at So¬ 
chi. 

Twin bombings in another 
southern Russian city in De¬ 
cember have heightened ter¬ 
rorism fears around the Sochi 
events. 

Intelligence agencies from 
multiple countries will be 
working together around the 
clock at a special headquarters 
in Sochi, Putin said while visit¬ 
ing Olympic sites Wednesday. 

“In the U.S., people died at 
a marathon, during the G-8 
there were terrorist acts in the 
London subway,” he said. 


Putin rose to power and 
popularity 15 years ago on law- 
and-order, hard-on-terrorism 
policies that critics say go 
too far and suppress human 
rights. He had long warned the 
West about the dangers posed 
by Chechen rebels, and urged 
closer security co-operation 
with Washington after the Bos¬ 


ton Marathon attacks. 

Putin has made security 
central to the Olympic project, 
in which he has taken an un¬ 
usual personal interest. 

Despite criticism and high¬ 
er costs than any Olympics in 
histoiy, Putin said Wednesday 
that “Russia is ready to host 
the games.” the associated press 


Backlash 


Protests over 
anti-gay laws 
intensify 

A U.S. Olympic sponsor 
and a UN panel con¬ 
demned a Russian law 
criticized as a stifler of 
gay rights as protests took 
place around the world 
Wednesday. 

The law signed by Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir 
Putin in July bans pro-gay 
“propaganda”. 

Detractors have 
pressed the International 
Olympic Committee and 
its corporate sponsors to 
denounce the law and call 
for its repeal. One of those 
sponsors, McDonald’s, 
was targeted Wednesday 
by protesters in London 
and Paris. Protests also 
took place in St. Peters¬ 
burg, Russia, New York, 
Jerusalem and Rio de 
Janeiro, the associated press 
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Children in 
Syria abused by 
Assad’s forces: UN 


Report. Kids have 
been subjected 
to ‘unspeakable 
and unacceptable’ 
suffering, says UN’s 
Ban Ki-moon 


Children in Syria have been 
tortured, sexually abused and 
subjected to “indiscriminate” 
attacks by President Bashar 
Assad’s forces, and recruited 
for combat and terror oper¬ 
ations by the rebels fighting 
to topple him during the 
countiy’s nearly three-year- 
old conflict, a new United Na¬ 
tions report says. 

The report to the UN Se¬ 
curity Council by Secretaiy- 


General Ban Ki-moon high¬ 
lights the plight of children 
in the conflict from the begin¬ 
ning of the uprising against 
Assad in March 2011 until 
Nov. 15, 2013. It was given 
to the council this week and 
posted on the UN website 
Tuesday. Ban said Syrian chil¬ 
dren have been subjected to 
“unspeakable and unaccept¬ 
able” suffering during that 
time. “Violations must come 
to an end now,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Syrian 
government missed another 
deadline for destroying its 
chemical weapons Wednes¬ 
day, but pledged to complete 
the process by June 30 as 
promised. 

The Syrian civil war has 
killed more than 10,000 chil- 


Detention facilities 


According to the report, 
Syrian forces have been 
responsible for the arrest, 
arbitrary detention, ill treat¬ 
ment, and torture of chil¬ 
dren in detention facilities 


• Children in government 
custody have report¬ 
edly suffered beatings, 
electric shock, sexual 
violence, mock execu¬ 
tions, cigarette burns, 
sleep deprivation and 
solitary confinement. 


dren according to UN esti¬ 
mates. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Bill Nye the evolution debate guy 

TV’s “Science Guy" Bill Nye speaks during a debate on evolution at the Creation Museum in Petersburg, Ky., 
on Tuesday. Nye’s adversary was Ken Ham, the head of the museum, who believes the Earth was created 6,000 
years ago by God and is told strictly through the Bible. Nye says he is worried the U.S. will not move forward if 
creationism is taught to children, dylan lovan/the associated press 


Israel OK’s 500 -plus apartments in settlements 


Israeli planners on Wednesday 
gave final approval for 558 
apartments in Jewish settle¬ 
ments in war-won east Jeru¬ 
salem, which is sought by the 
Palestinians as a capital, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Palestinian officials said 
the decision undermines fra¬ 
gile U.S.-brolcered negotiations 
with Israel on setting up a Pal¬ 


estinian state alongside Israel. 

Also Wednesday, Israel’s 
chief peace negotiator rebuked 
fellow government ministers 
who have criticized U.S. Secre- 
taiy of State John Kerry for his 
mediation efforts, pointing to 
widening divisions in Israel’s 
centre-right governing coali¬ 
tion. 

The Jerusalem municipality 


said its planning committee ap¬ 
proved building permits in the 
neighbourhoods of Har Homa, 
Neve Yaalcov and Pisgat Ze’ev, 
built on land Israel captured 
in the 1967 war and later an¬ 
nexed. Most of the internation¬ 
al community considers them 
illegal settlements. 

Brachie Sprung, a munici¬ 
pality spokeswoman, said the 


5 g|g 
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Excludes special orders, rentals 
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building projects received in¬ 
itial approval a few years ago, 
and that new building in Arab 
areas of Jerusalem was also ap¬ 
proved Wednesday. 

At the same time, the mu¬ 
nicipality carried out a court 
order Wednesday and demol¬ 
ished three Arab homes in east 
Jerusalem that were built with¬ 
out permits, police spokesman 


Micky Rosenfeld said. Arab pro¬ 
testers hurled stones at police 
forces guarding the area and 
three people were arrested, he 
added. 

Chief Palestinian negoti¬ 
ator Saeb Erelcat said Israel is 
undermining Kerry’s efforts. 
Lior Amihai of the Israeli settle¬ 
ment watchdog group Peace 
Now said the new approvals 


are “shameful” at a time when 
negotiations are in a sensitive 
stage. 

More than 550,000 Israeli 
settlers live in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem. The Pal¬ 
estinians want to establish 
a state in those territories 
as well as the Gaza Strip, all 
captured by Israel in 1967. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


South Africa 


Nine missing 
after mine fire 

A gold-mining company 
in South Africa says nine 
employees are missing 
after an underground fire 
broke out at a mine west 
of Johannesburg. 

The Harmony company 
said Wednesday that the 
fire reportedly started 
about 1.7 kilometre 
underground around 6 
p.m. Tuesday, and that 
rescue teams were ham¬ 
pered by smoke and an 
earth-fall. 

Harmony says rescue 
workers reached eight 
miners who had taken 
refuge from the fire at 
Doornlcop mine, and they 
are now trying to locate 
the missing workers. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Central African Republic 


Soldiers fatally 
assault man 

The interim president of 
Central African Republic 
told the hundreds of sol¬ 
diers standing in forma¬ 
tion Wednesday that she 
was proud of them and 
called on their support 
to bring order to their 
anarchic countiy. 

After she left, the 
soldiers broke ranks to 
stab and stomp a man 
in their midst to death. 
They dragged his corpse 
through the streets. 

The attack shows 
the difficulty faced by 
the international com¬ 
munity, which has 
deployed thousands of 
peacekeepers to tiy to 
stabilize it. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Iraq 


Explosive attacks 
shake Baghdad 

Multiple explosions 
rocked Baghdad on 
Wednesday, killing at 
least 34 people and send¬ 
ing plumes of smoke 
into the sky across the 
street from a major 
government building in 
a brazen reminder of the 
ability of insurgents to 
penetrate the heart of 
the capital. 

The attacks come as 
al-Qaida-led militants 
are battling for control 
of mainly Sunni areas 
to the west in the first 
test of the Shiite-led 
government to maintain 
security in the country 
after the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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CN, union reach 
tentative deal 
to avoid strike 


Keeping it rail. The 

federal government 
said it was prepared to 
force striking workers 
to go back on the job 


CN Rail and the Teamsters 
union have reached a ten¬ 
tative contract agreement, 
averting a potential strike 
by 3,000 workers that could 
have come as early as this 
weekend. 

Both sides said late Wed¬ 
nesday that details of the 
three-year contract won’t be 
released until it is ratified by 
union members. 

Teamsters spokesman Ste- 
phane Lacroix described the 
negotiations as a “bit chaot¬ 
ic,” but said CN came to the 
union with a series of propos¬ 


als late in the day. 

“As a result, we’re veiy 
happy to avoid a strike this 
weekend,” Lacroix said, add¬ 
ing he hopes union members 
will ratify the agreement this 
time. 

Lacroix noted that Labour 
Minister Kellie Leitch’s an¬ 
nouncement that Ottawa was 
preparing baclc-to-worlc legis¬ 
lation in the event of a strike 
likely helped move things 
along. 

He said union members 
will soon get to see the agree¬ 
ment and likely vote on it in 
the coming weeks. 

The union’s strike notice 
came days after Teamster 
members, representing con¬ 
ductors, train employees and 
yard workers, rejected a ten¬ 
tative contract reached last 
fall with CN. 

The federal government 
had said it was prepared to 


intervene and force CN work¬ 
ers back on the job should 
they go ahead with a walk¬ 
out, which could have come 
as early as Saturday morning. 

CN congratulated the 
union for averting a possible 
strike. 

“This will ensure con¬ 
tinued service to our cus¬ 
tomers in a veiy challenging 
environment where extreme 
winter conditions have ham¬ 
pered CN operations and af¬ 
fected service levels,” said 
Jim Vena, CN’s executive vice- 
president and chief operating 
officer. 

“CN has offered to work 
closely with the union leader¬ 
ship to explain the terms of 
the agreement to union mem¬ 
bers over the next 45 days to 
help ensure a successful rati¬ 
fication of the agreement,” 
Vena said in a statement. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Storm causes massive pileup on Ont. highway 

Rescue workers attend the scene of a multi-vehicle pileup on Highway 401 westbound near Trenton, Ont., on 
Wednesday. Ontario provincial police said via Twitter that the accident was over a kilometre long and had 
closed down the highway. OPP said about 25 tractor trailers and 10 smaller vehicles were involved in the 
string of collisions as many roads in eastern and southern Ontario were covered in snow from the substantial 

snowstorm. JUSTIN chin/the CANADIAN press 


Vets. Medical discharges 
lead to ‘area of unfairness’ 


Some Canadian soldiers given 
medical discharges find they 
don’t qualify for benefits be¬ 
cause Veterans Affairs uses dif¬ 
ferent, more stringent criteria 
in an “unfair” process, the mil- 
itaiy ombudsman told a Senate 
committee Wednesday. 

Pierre Daigle, whose term 
ends in a few weeks, testified 
many ex-soldiers have to fight 
to prove the conditions that 
made them ineligible to serve 
are a result of their service. 

Once released, Veterans 
Affairs demands the ill and in¬ 
jured be subject to a separate 
assessment above and beyond 


whatever examination has 
been conducted at National 
Defence. For veterans, it can 
be a bureaucratic conundrum 
that often leads to a denial of 
benefits and a lengthy appeals 
process. 

“This is an area of unfair¬ 
ness which needs to be looked 
at,” Daigle said. 

Daigle said he has had heard 
from former members direct¬ 
ly, even though his mandate 
doesn’t extend to Veterans Af¬ 
fairs, and told senators one indi¬ 
vidual described the process “as 
the equivalent of being pushed 

off a cliff.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Arturo. Polar bear unlikely 
to make move to Winnipeg 


Winnipeg’s Assiniboine Park 
Zoo says a polar bear living 
in an Argentinian zoo will 
probably have to stay there. 

People have been pro¬ 
testing the treatment of 
Arturo, a polar bear at the 
Mendoza Zoo. With temper¬ 
atures drastically warmer 
than what a polar bear is 
used to, and a lack of qual¬ 
ity facilities for the bear, 
protesters say the bear is not 


doing well. 

The Assiniboine Park 
Conservancy has been in 
talks with the zoo to get Ar¬ 
turo transferred to the As¬ 
siniboine Park Zoo, but the 
APC said Wednesday it’s un¬ 
likely to happen. 

“It does not appear that a 
Canadian import permit can 
be issued for Arturo,” the 
APC said in a statement. 

ELISHA DACEY/METRO IN WINNIPEG 


Philip Seymour Hoffman 


Investigation into 
actor’s death leads 
to drug charges 

Four people were taken into 
custody on drug charges 
after police investigating 
Philip Seymour Hoffman’s 
death executed search 
warrants, two people with 
knowledge of the investiga¬ 
tion said Wednesday. 

The medical examiner’s 
office said more tests are 
needed to determine what 
killed the Oscar-winning 
actor. 

Police believe Hoffman 
may have died from a drug 
overdose, though his death 
is being investigated as 
suspicious pending a more 
definitive ruling by the 
medical examiner. 

Hoffman was found 
dead Sunday with a needle 
in his arm. Tests found 
heroin in samples from at 
least 50 packets in his apart¬ 
ment, law enforcement 
officials have said. 

The four people were 
taken into custody Tuesday 
night after police executed 
search warrants at several 
apartments based on a tip 
that they may have sup¬ 
plied Hoffman with drugs, 
according to people with 
knowledge of the investiga¬ 
tion. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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No need to be a pig 
and start hogging 
all the bacon... yet 


Oink, oink. The price 
of your favourite cut 
of pork is likely to rise 
only slightly due to virus 
sweeping North America 


rv scon 

* ~ ' TAYLOR 

Metro in London, Ont. 


The virus that’s rippling its 
way across Ontario pig farms 
could hit pork lovers’ pocket- 
books if the spread continues. 

While no one’s forecast¬ 
ing a blockbuster spike in 
bacon prices any time soon, 
each new case of the ever-so- 
charmingly-named porcine 
epidemic diarrhea pushes the 
chances one step closer. 

Prices have already seen 



a bit of a nudge thanks to 
the virus’s spread in the U.S., 
which has been battling the 
bug since the spring. There, 


more than 2,600 cases of the 
virus have been confirmed 
in 23 states, according to the 
latest data from the American 
Association of Swine Veterin¬ 
arians. 

“It all depends on how it 
plays out in Ontario, whether 
we can contain it to the sites 
we have now or if it blows up 
like it did in the U.S.,” said 
London, Ont.-area hog farmer 
Jim Denys. “If it does, it may 
affect the price further.” 

By June, bacon in urban 
U.S. supermarkets had 
jumped to nearly $5 a pound, 
about 15 per cent higher than 
the same time in 2012, accord¬ 
ing to government data. End- 
of-year data shows a 20 per 
cent price jump per pound, 
although some of that can be 
attributed to the bacon craze 
that swept North America in 
2013, sources have said. 



MUSEUM OF PROSTITUTION 


Hands-off learning 

A hologram of a beckoning prostitute is shown at the entrance of the Red 
Light Secrets museum in Amsterdam on Tuesday. On any given evening, 
thousands of tourists stroll down the narrow streets of Amsterdam’s famed 
Red Light District, gawking at ladies in lingerie who work behind windows, 
making a living selling sex for money. Now a small educational museum is 
opening in the heart of the district that aims to show reality from the other 
side of the glass. Organizer Melcher de Wind says the Red Light Secrets 
museum is for those who want to learn more about how the area works 
without actually visiting a prostitute, evert elzinga/the associated press 


Community input 


Feds to tighten 
cell-tower rules 

Ottawa says it is 
tightening laws gov¬ 
erning construction and 
placement of new cellu¬ 
lar antenna towers to re¬ 
quire consultation with 
communities on all com¬ 
mercial installations, 
regardless of height. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Market Minute 


O DOLLAR 
90.25C 
(+0.01C) 

O TSX 

13 , 559.69 (+ 55 . 21 ) 


O OIL 

$97.38 US (+$0.19) 


O GOLD 

$1,256.90 US (+$5.70) 


Natural gas: $5.14 US (-$0.14) 
Dow Jones: 15,440.23 (-5.01) 
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HEEL EDGE OF TECH DEFENDS EBOOKS 


I’m not really on the cutting edge when it 
comes to technology. I’ve spent a lot of my 
life living in the past (also known as New 
Brunswick), so I’m more like the back part of 
the knife that you push on when you’re 
slicing. 

Google tells me that part is called the 
spine, which still gives me too much credit, 
society-wise. The middle part is the heel. 

That seems about right. 

I am on the cutting heel of technology. 

So when I say that I believe ebooks are far 
superior to regular books and will one day 
replace them, don’t take it as a bold pro¬ 
nouncement of Things to Come. Take it as a 
sign that smarter people than me have likely 
been saying it for years, and now that it’s occurred to me it 
must be more mainstream than Leno. 

Until recently I was among those who felt that paper books 
were unquestionably superior. Ebooks weren’t great when 





John Mazerolle 


metronews.ca 


they first hit the market, which gave us trad¬ 
itionalists cover as we pointed out that the bat¬ 
tery or lights or selection or cost weren’t very 
good. 

It was like we looked at the Wright brothers’ 
rickety plane at Kitty Hawk and scoffed: “No 
way that thing is going to get 350 passengers 
from Vancouver to Hong Kong on an overnight 
flight. What were they thinking?” 

But now that ebooks have long-life batteries, 
easy-to-read screens, excellent selection and 
good prices, people in the pro-book camp have 
resorted to a couple of paperweight arguments. 

The first, from people who have not tried 
ebooks on principle, usually involves what 
might to go wrong—like deleting a book or 
running out of power. These problems are so unlikely that it’s 
like saying a horse is preferable to a car because horses never 
accidentally deploy their airbags. 

The second, more popular argument is that there’s “just 


something” about books. The smell, the feel, the heft, the 
look. We are judging the book by its cover, and we’ll caress it 
and smell it like it’s Ryan Gosling or Scarlett Johansson, thank 
you very much. All well and good, except there is nothing in¬ 
trinsically pleasant about the feel or smell of a book. I like 
those sensations too but it’s only because I associate them with 
book reading and therefore feel positively about them. If it 
was all about heft we should just carry around five-pound Ps 
and Qs. “Don’t mind these, they’re fun to lift.” (Besides, my e- 
reader has a cover that smells just fine.) 

Paper books aren’t going anywhere, any more than globes 
and vinyl records are, and all reading is good. But I think 
books will become curios and hobby pieces while ebooks will 
dominate the mainstream completely. 

I’ve thought of starting a business that sells blank paper 
books (one per household) so families will still have some¬ 
thing to grope and sniff as they read, but I’m sure someone 
else has already thought of it. So said the heel. 

I suppose I could take a page out of their book but, well, you 
know. 


ZOOM 


Don’t have a cow, man — have two 



ALL PHOTOS 2014 SONY WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS 


Cattle race carnage 
gets a photo finish 

Yongsheng Zheng's 
photograph gives us a glimpse 
into Indonesia's adrenaline- 
fuelled festivalof Pacu Jawi 
(cow racing). 

The annualeventsees brave 
jockeys grab the tails of a pair of 
cows and skate across muddy 
rice fields barefoot while 
balancing on a wooden plank. 


The Minangkabau people 
of West Sumatra have been 
marking the event for 400 years 
to celebrate the yearly end of 
the rice harvest season. 

Zheng's photo madethe 
World Photography 
Organisation's shortlist of the 
20l4Sony World Photography 
Awards. 

Pictured to the right are a 
few more of the nominees. 




Sophie Gamaliel's Wet Dog is a 
series of portraits of dogs in mid¬ 
bath, photographed half a second 
before they shake their fur. 


4Vri 


Louise Porter submitted this 
photograph of young men from 
the Kara tribe in Ethiopia. 


Clickbait 


ANDREW 

FIFIELD 

andrew.fifieid@metronews.ca 


Did you know that there are people in Sochi 
aside from reporters cracking wise about a 
half-finished insta-city? 

There are athletes there 
too, and they seem much 
happier to be there. Follow 
these Canadians on In- 
stagram to see for yourself. 



CONTRIBUTED 


Charles Hamelin: 

A three-time medallist short-track 
speedskater who also happens to excel 
at the Maniacal Selfie In A Crowd event. 
He even got close enough to snap a photo 
of Vladimir Putin joining a Japanese ath¬ 
lete for a dining hall selfie. The caption 
calls him Vladimir Poutine. A genuine 
mistake or a potentially dangerous gag? 
Neither? Charles Hamelin: Enigma, 
(/charleshamelin) 


Travis Gerrits: 

A freestyle skier boasting a silver medal 
from the 2013 FIS World Champion¬ 
ships, Gerrits represents 
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A petition has been started to re¬ 
move a lifelike sculpture of a man 
in his underwear from a woman’s 
college campus in the U.S. Should 
Sleepwalker stay or go? 


@PorcelainTear I can understand 
why that such statue would cause 
a stir. It looks very real & somewhat 
disturbing for that reason 


Canada in one of the Games’ most photo¬ 
genic sports. And if soaring skiers frozen 
in time doesn’t sound like 
your kind of thing, he also has a very 
handsome dog. (/travisgerrits) 

Canadian 
Olympic Team: 

Since things have yet to officially kick 
off, the official feed is a patriotic mix of 
athletes looking chuffed in shiny new 
Olympic merchandise or athletes look¬ 
ing chuffed after success in Vancouver. 
But once the festivities are on, it’ll be 
hard to beat the access, 
(/cdnolympicteam) 


Comments 


RE: How Far Would You Go For 
Free Breast Implants? Published 
online Feb. 5, 2014 

If you have left over money, please 
donate to sick and starving kids 
around the world, not for shallow 
people who only care for their 
look. 

Kim, posted to metronews.ca 


"I would feel more confident" — 
for a month or two, that is, until 
you find something else about your 
body that makes you insecure. 

Al_Gee, posted to metronews.ca 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU: 

Send us your comments: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 
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Disappearing act makes a mark 


Theatre. Vancouver 
play described as 
‘beautiful show' 
comes to the east 
coast for a run at the 
Bus Stop Theatre 



BACKSTAGE 

PASS 

Jenna Conter 
halifax@metronews.ca 


The lights go down in the 
Bus Stop theatre and there 
are several beats of silence. 

Itai Erdal’s voice cuts 
through the black. This Van¬ 
couver-based playwright 
and performer lights the 
way through a part-auto- 
biographical journey part- 
theatrical lighting design 
master class in the story 
of How to Disappear Com¬ 
pletely. 

The paralleled meaning 
is quickly conveyed to the 
audience as Erdal brings 
us to his native Israel, 
where he had raced home 
upon hearing the news 
that his mother, diagnosed 
with lung cancer, had but 
a handful of months to 
live. 

This is the most recent 
offering from the Halifax- 
based, and internationally 
renowned, 2b Theatre Com¬ 
pany. 

“It’s the story about 
a guy saying goodbye to 
his mother done through 
an extraordinarily artful 
piece,” 2b Theatre’s co-art- 
istic director Anthony Black 
tells me. 

“The play is the process 
of how she chooses to dis¬ 
appear.” 

An award-winning piece 
from The Chop Theatre 
in Vancouver, 2b Theatre 
brings this jokingly “not 
2b” piece to our backyard. 

With their original 
works having been seen in 
over 30 cities and three con¬ 
tinents, Black shares that 
their creation-to-produc- 
tion schedule, though im¬ 
pressive, does not necessi¬ 



tate having a Halifax home 
base space. 

“It can take two-to-four 
years for a project to go 
from inception to pro¬ 
duction so we don’t have 
enough production output 
to put on an eight-show sea¬ 
son like the Neptune,” he 
says. 

“We’ve rented different 
spaces based on the needs of 
the different shows, which 
makes for a challenge for us 
to maintain an identity in 


the audiences mind.” 

On now through Sunday, 
the Bus Stop Theatre plays 
the perfect host for this 
minimalist yet powerful 
and dimensional story. 

Though not a creation 
from the minds of those 
at 2b, the happy timing of 
this visiting piece provides 
a unique opportunity to 
showcase other stories to 
our local audiences, a treat 
not otherwise seen on this 
coast. 


“In this case we didn’t 
have anything in the pro¬ 
duction cycle that was at 
the mature stage so we were 
able to produce this show,” 
Black says. 

“In our travels we get to 
see a lot of extraordinary 
shows and meet interesting 
artists and we frequently 
think, ‘we’d love to do that 
in Halifax.’ 

“This is our first time 
doing that. It’s a beautiful 
show.” 


Off to the show? 


• What. How to Disappear 
Completely 

• When. Through Feb. 9 

• Where. Bus Stop Theatre 

• Tickets. 2btheatre.com or 
call 453-6267 






$300 - S 1500 

• No credit checks 
• No upfront fees 


1-866-499-5629 

WWW.MYNEXTPAY.CA 
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FEELING GRAY? 

Show us how you wear colour & become a global street style star 

MODMODS.COM MONTH OF COLOUR 


MODMODS.COM • A NEW SITE FOR THE LATEST IN STREET STYLE • FASHION • BEAUTY • TRENDS • BLOGS 
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Clay Aiken, all photos getty images 


American Idol runner-up 
Clay Aiken puts career on 
hold to run for Congress 


Former American Idol runner- 
up Clay Aiken is running for 
Congress in North Carolina. 

Aiken said Wednesday 
he’ll seek the Democratic 
nomination for the seat 
currently held by Rep. Renee 
Ellmers. 

The 35-year-old Aiken 
has been a special education 
teacher in Wake County. He 


says he decided to put his 
entertainment career on 
hold and seek to represent 
the state’s 2nd Congressional 
District. 

He says he considers 
Washington to be dysfunc¬ 
tional and will focus on jobs 
and the economy, as well as 
the importance of education. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Cher skips wedding over 
feud with son Elijah 


Cher’s ongoing feud with her 
son, Elijah Blue, and his new 
wife, Angie King, shows no 
sign of abating and recently 
resulted in Cher missing 
their wedding and excluding 
them from family holiday 
activities, Blue tells the Na¬ 
tional Enquirer. 

“Eve always been the 
black sheep of my family. We 
have lots of ups and downs, 
and now isn’t the best time,” 
says Blue, who married King 
in early December. “It’s like 
a Mexican standoff, but we 
have a histoiy.” 

The latest spat apparently 
results from an October fall¬ 
ing out between Cher and 
her new daughter-in-law that 



prompted the Burlesque star 
to kick the pair out of her 
Malibu home, where they’d 
been staying. “You’ve got two 
strong women, two big bulls 
in the pen,” Blue says. “I 
think there’s a respect and I 
think they butt heads.” 


METRO DISH 

OUR TAKE ON THE WORLD OF CELEBRITIES 


The Word 



Selena sneaks 
off to rehab— 
for'emotional 
issues' 

Selena Gomez reportedly 
snuclc away for a two-weelc 
stay at an Arizona rehab fa¬ 
cility, though her rep insists 
to Radar Online it was for 
emotional issues. 

“Selena voluntarily spent 
time at (Dawn at the) Mead¬ 
ows, but not for substance 
abuse,” her rep says, though 
other sources insist the 
former Disney star has been 


“partying veiy hard” in the 
months leading up to her 
secret stay. 

“With fame came a party¬ 
ing lifestyle,” says a source, 
while another adds that 
ex-boyfriend Justin Bieber 
probably wasn’t helping 
matters. 

“Selena came to under¬ 
stand just what a bad influ¬ 
ence Justin had been on her 
life,” the second source says. 
“I don’t know whether Justin 
pushed her to drug use, but 
amongst their close-knit 
group of friends, smoking 
was commonplace. Justin 
and Selena would smoke ma¬ 
rijuana together regularly.” 

METRO WORLD NEWS 



Charlize contemplating 
marriage with new beau 
Sean Penn 


Things are apparently mov¬ 
ing pretty fast for new couple 
Charlize Theron and Sean 
Penn, as Penn has reportedly 
already moved into Theron’s 
home and is contemplating 
matrimony, according to 
Radar Online. 

“The two began talking 
about marriage in the last 
few weeks, after Sean moved 
into Charlize’s house,” a 


source says. “She has never 
wanted to get married, but 
seeing how Sean interacts 
with (her son) Jackson, she is 
having a change of heart. 

“For the longest time, 
Charlize thought it was just 
going to be her and Jackson, 
and she was OK with that. 
For her to now be talking 
about getting married is a 
huge departure for Charlize.” 



@TheRock 

They sleep. We grind. #NoSnoozeButtonDammit 


Q 

ammit < 



(§ Elizabeth Banks 

I promised you immaturity on (§TheDailyShow, and 
I believe I delivered. 



@SaraKSilverman 

When I search "Basketball sneakers, women" on 
QAmazon all that comes up is a high-heel sneaker 
wedge 






•er 

ND 

YOUR POINTS 
EVENT! 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 TO 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


FREE 


Visit shoppersdrugmart.ca or the store nearest you for details. 

*Some conditions may apply. See store for details. Offer valid February 8 to February 10,2014 only. 


SHOPPERS s 


DRUG MART 
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Beckham gets a kick out 
of the fashion business 



I dare you to deny that this man makes undies look good. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


Let’s talk about Becks. 
Whether you know 
him for his athletic 
skill or naked torso 
doesn't really matter 
at this point. David 
Beckham's empire is 
growing and no one is 
going to bring him (or 
his boxer briefs) down 


Everybody knows who 
David Beckham is, either 
from his career as a football 
star or as the fashion icon 
and trendsetter he has be¬ 
come. 

Metro Sweden’s fashion 
editor Martin Hansson met 
David Beckham in New York 
to talk about the new col¬ 
laboration with the Swedish 
fashion giant that premiered 
during the Super bowl week¬ 
end. 

What has it been like to 
go from football player to 
a fashion icon? 

I have always been very 
interested in clothes and 
style. 

One day I love wearing 
a really tailored suit and 
the next day I like wearing 
what I’m wearing today: a 
pair of casual jeans and a 
sweater. 

The opportunity to, in 
collaboration with H & M, 
produce an underwear col¬ 
lection that reflects my per¬ 
sonal style feels natural and 
in tune with the times. 

Your new collection, David 


Beckham for H & M, has 
been increased and is now 
aimed at younger boys as 
well. What message would 


you like to send to them? 

I would like to tell them to 
go for their passion, work 


Family first 


Victoria loves the 
pictures and just thinks 
it’s fun. But my sons 
like the exposure most 
of all and think it’s 
great to see their daddy 
everywhere. 

David Beckham on H&M campaign 

hard and stay focussed. I 
have always given 100 per 
cent in everything I do, both 
in football and in fashion. If 
you work hard enough and 
have fun at the same time 
there is a chance that you’ll 
reach your dreams. 

How does your wife Vic¬ 


toria feel about seeing you 
half naked on billboards 
and on TV all over the 
world? 

(Laughs) Victoria loves the 
pictures and just thinks it’s 
fun. But my sons like the ex¬ 
posure most of all and think 
it’s great to see their daddy 
everywhere. I often wear the 
clothes from the new collec¬ 
tion at home so they recog¬ 
nize it. 

If you could look into your 
future, what do you hope 
to see? 

I want to continue working 
with all that I’m doing today 
but also with new projects. 
Because I’ve played foot¬ 
ball the past 22 years it is 
refreshing to do something 
completely different now. 


Get to know David 


THE FACTS 

Name: David Beckham 

Age: 38 

In the news: Has designed 
a new collection for 
H&M and is seen in 
a large campaign that 
premiered at the Super 
Bowl this weekend. 

Lives: In Notting Hill, 
London 

Family: Married to Victoria 
Beckham, four children. 





THE WINTER BLUES 

Cool ideas for a frosty getaway inspired 
by the season's hottest colour. 


Stack layers of fabulous jewelery 
pieces and show off your toes in a 
combination of frosty and blue hues. 
NAIL POLISH, SHADES OF PINK NAIL SALON ^ 
BANGLES, ALL DRESSED UP 



1595 BEDFORD HIGHWAY (902)835-5099 

SUNNYSIDEMALL.CA n*G 




Stay cool and hydrated with the 
flavour of toasted coconut. 
COCONUT WATER, PETE'S ^ 


r laid til 11C Planning a trip down south? Relax on 

Travel ^ach /n fhe coolest shades of 

the season, from the darkest 
midnight blue to bright azure. 

4 SWIMSUIT, SILKEN LINGERIE 
IPAD COVER, MOE'S MENSWEAR 
TRAVEL PLANNING, MARITIME TRAVEL 


Sunnysidc Mall 
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Oysters Rockefeller goes First Nations 


Cookbook of the Week 


Native eats for the 
21st century 



Full of healthy North Amer¬ 
ican fare, Modem Native 
Feasts by Andrew George 
Jr. updates tradition for the 
21st centuiy. Native Amer¬ 
ican cuisine comes of age in 
this collection that reinter¬ 
prets and updates trad¬ 
itional Native recipes with 
modem, healthy twists. 
Andrew George Jr. was head 
chef for aboriginal foods at 
the 2010 Winter Olympics 
in Vancouver, metro 


FLASH FOOD 



From your fridge 
to your table in 
30 minutes or less 


“I use this recipe to teach Ab¬ 
original students a classical 
method of preparing seafood,” 
writes Andrew George Jr. in 
his book Modem Native Feasts. 
“Using stinging nettles, dande¬ 
lion greens, or sorrel instead of 
traditional spinach, gives a new 
twist to this dish” 

1. Preheat broiler to high. 

2. In hying pan, melt butter 
and saute celeiy, onions, garlic, 
parsley, greens, and dash of Per¬ 
nod. Stir constantly for about 3 
minutes. Remove from heat. 


Be careful 


Take care when opening 
oysters. Protect your hand by 
wearing an oyster glove or 
covering a knife with a towel. 


Ingredients 


• 1/4 cup (60 ml) unsalted butter 

• l celery stalk, finely sliced 

. 2 green onions, finely sliced 

• l garlic clove, finely minced 

• l tbsp finely chopped parsley 

• l cup (250 ml) finely chopped 
stinging nettles, dandelion 
greens, or sorrel leaves 

• dash Pernod, or other anise- 
flavoured liqueur 

• 2 slices fresh white bread, 
crusts removed, torn into pieces 

• 12 fresh oysters in shell 

• l tbsp Pernod 

• rock salt, for serving 

• 12 lemon wedges, to garnish 

• 12 parsley sprigs, to garnish 

• salt, to taste 

• Tabasco sauce, to taste 


3. In a blender, combine greens 
mixture with bread and process 
for about 30 seconds. Using an 
oyster knife, twist open shells 
and remove oysters. In a large 
bowl, toss oysters with 1 tbsp 
Pernod. Drain oysters and re¬ 
serve liquid. Remove any shell 
fragments. Discard top shells, 
clean and diy bottom shells. 



TOTAL 

COOKING 

ABOUT 20 
MINUTES 


4. Line a baking tray with rock 
salt and place oyster shells on 
top. Place 1 oyster into each 
shell and spoon reserved liquid 
onto each. Spoon cmmb mix¬ 
ture on top, completely cover¬ 


ing each oyster. Broil for 1-2 
minutes, until topping bubbles. 
Arrange oysters on a serving 
dish and garnish with sprigs 
of parsley and lemon wedges. 
Season oysters to taste with salt 


and/or Tabasco sauce. 

RECIPE EXCERPTED FROM MODERN NA¬ 
TIVE FEASTS: HEALTHY, INNOVATIVE, SUS¬ 
TAINABLE CUISINE BY ANDREW GEORGE 
JR. (PUBLISHED BY ARSENAL PULP PRESS, 
2013). 


Vanquish the darkest days 

can’t have fun dreaming up 
your best-lit space. 

Guiding light 

The first step to improve a 
room’s lighting is to define its 
purpose. For example, kitch¬ 
ens need bright light around 
countertops to safely prepare 
food and read recipes. Living 
rooms need to be more flex¬ 
ible and accommodate activ¬ 
ities like reading or watching 
a movie. Consider what each 
room is used for before decid¬ 
ing on what kind of lighting to 
install. 

Layer lights 

To make a room more visually 
interesting, incorporate light¬ 
ing at different heights. In the 
kitchen, recessed lights can 
be complemented with lights 
under the cabinets and pen¬ 
dant lights above an island. 

This technique produces a 
softer glow than one central 
and bright light, resulting in 
a more relaxing atmosphere. 
Wall sconces add an appealing 
visual aesthetic to almost any 
room and are great for adding 
symmetry around fireplaces, 
mirrors or beds. 

Highlight key areas 

Draw attention to artwork, 
bookshelves or a unique 


DIY. Want to up the 
visual appeal of any 
room? A lighting plan 
is the place to start 


The dark days of winter can be 
hard to bear, but don’t wait for 
the summer sun to shed some 
light inside your home. Effect¬ 
ive lighting is often overlooked 
during renovations, but it can 
turn a boring room into a dy¬ 


namic, year-round oasis. 

Since electrical work is ex¬ 
tremely dangerous and regu¬ 
lated provincially, it’s always 
recommended to hire a certi¬ 
fied electrician for installation, 
but that doesn’t mean you 



902.443.0333 
737 Bedford Hwy 

- 7pm 

(7 Day* a Week) 


902.873.4509 
Halifax Ini. Airport 

5am - Hpm 
vs a >Ve 


(7 Days 


t'cek) 


WHERE 

QUALITY 

MEETS 

VALUE! 

iainc.clcancatcr.cn 


FRESH HADDOCK FILLETS 

Top Quality Boneless 

ONLY s3.99, b 

WHOLE DRESSED HADDOCK 

ONLYS 1.75ib 

CLEARWATER’S OWN 
BACON WRAPPED SCALLOPS 

(340 gram pkg 14-16 scallops per pack) 

REG 

s 14.99 P k 9 


9 All specials while supplies last. 




decorative object by strategic¬ 
ally placing lights to highlight 
these pieces. Track lighting is a 
practical solution that allows 
individual lights to be easily 
moved and aimed in different 
directions. 

Installing dimmers can also 
help make a room’s lighting 
options more flexible and set 
the mood for everything from 
a romantic dinner to family 
game nights. 

Don’t leave design in 
the dark 


While lighting placement is 
important, the design of the 
fixtures is equally significant. 
Pay careful attention to pro¬ 
portions and avoid dwarfing 
a dining room table with an 
oversized chandelier, or add¬ 
ing a vintage lamp to a mod¬ 
em room. With replaceable 
shades, lamps are a great in¬ 
vestment that can be updated 
as styles change. For hanging 
lights, pick a stylish design 
with an understated colour so 
attention isn’t directed toward 
the ceiling. 
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Henoc Muamba 


Former X-Man 
trying hand at NFL 

The Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers have released 
Canadian linebacker and 
former St. Francis Xavier 
X-Men standout Henoc 
Muamba so he can pursue 
NFL opportunities. 

Muamba has been 
working out recently with 
NFL teams, including the 
New England Patriots. 

He was slated to 
become a CFL free agent 
Feb. 11 but can sign with 
the team of his choice im¬ 
mediately. 

Winnipeg selected 
Muamba first overall in 
the 2011 CFL draft and 
he’s become a key mem¬ 
ber of their defence. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Tournament of Hearts 


Smith out of 
playoff contention 


Nova Scotia’s Heather 
Smith dropped an 8-6 
decision to Saskatchewan 
on Wednesday night to be 
eliminated from playoff 
contention at the Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts in 
Montreal. 



Heather Smith 


Smith 
(3-6) began 
the day 
with a 7-3 
triumph 
over the 
Yukon. 

Against 

Saskatch¬ 


ewan s 
Stefanie 

Lawton (7-1), Smith rallied 
back from a 4-1 deficit only 
to run out of rocks in the 
10th end when her oppon¬ 
ent scored two with the 
hammer in nine. 

Team Canada sits in first 
place at 8-0. 

METRO 



Dacey, 
Sullivan 
undefeated 
at Tankard 

Skip Mark Dacey throws a rock 
against Ian Fitzner-LeBlanc 
during Day l action of the Nova 
Scotia Tankard men's curling 
championship at the Halifax 
Curling Club on Wednesday 
afternoon. Dacey defeated 
Fitzner-LeBlanc 8-2 and finished 
the day as one of two teams 
still undefeated at 2 - 0 , joining 
fellow Mayflower Curling Club 
member Tom Sullivan. Action 
runs through Sunday. 

JEFF HARPER/METRO 


Heart and soul of our team’ 



AUS hockey. Saint 
Mary's men's hockey 
assistant Tom Lee has 
club firmly behind him 
in his fight with cancer 


Inspiration loop 


"I get huge satisfaction watching our 
players achieve their goals.” 

Saint Mary’s assistant men's hockey coach Tom Lee 


HQ 

V - ri 



r II ANDREW 
0*7 RANKIN 

andrew.rankin@metronews.ca 

Just before he was due for a 
bone marrow transplant, Tom 
Lee postponed the procedure 
just so he could embark on a 
U.S. road trip with the Saint 
Mary’s men’s hockey team 
last October. 

The Huskies assistant 
coach, who has been become 
like a second father to virtu¬ 
ally eveiy one of his play¬ 
ers in his five years with the 
team, knew how excited the 
guys were about matching 
up against a couple of NCAA 
teams. 


In the late stages of non- 
Hodglcin lymphoma, he was 
advised by his doctor to stay 
home and prepare for the pro¬ 
cedure. 

“I would have done any¬ 
thing to be with them, but 
I couldn’t,” reminisced Lee. 
“They’re a part of the Saint 
Mary’s hockey team, but it 
goes beyond that. I love those 
boys, and I mean that in the 
truest sense.” 

The day before the proced¬ 
ure, he was joined by his dear 
friend, Huskies head coach 
Trevor Steinburg. As Lee lay 
on his hospital bed after being 
blasted with all the radiation 
his body could take, Steinburg 
was busy firing off texts, keep¬ 
ing players in the loop 


The messages of support 
came in droves. 

Shawn O’Donnell, who 
suited up for the Huskies last 
year and is now playing for 
the AHL’s Hartford Wolfpaclc, 
wrote: “I’m sitting here ciy- 
ing and I feel so helpless that I 
can’t be there with Tom.” 

“Do you know how uplift¬ 
ing that is?” said Lee. 

There was a 30 per cent 
chance he would die within 
100 days after the procedure. 

But Lee knew the support 
of the team “would lift him 
beyond that.” 

The Huskies will welcome 
him back to the Halifax Forum 
in a pre-game ceremony on 
Friday before a game against 
the Acadia Axemen. Called 


Tom Strong Night, it’s entirely 
conceived by the players. 

Flattered, he said it would 
stand as a tribute to Halifax 
hockey fans. 

“The biggest thing is it 
brings our hockey community 
together. We’re always at odds 
at one another when we play, 
but it’s confirmation of how 
tight and collegial our hockey 
community is.” 

For team captain Lucas 
Bloodoff, it’s the least the 
players could do for a man 
who has done so much for 
them. 

“He’s been there for me 
since the day I came here,” 
said Bloodoff. 

“He’s the heart and soul of 
our team.” 

Now in remission with no 
trace of cancer in his bone 
marrow, Lee is already look¬ 
ing to the future, which in¬ 
volves the Huskies. 

“Once I get the OK from 
the doctor, I’m right back in 
with both feet.” 






SA&J 


Men’s Hockey 

Fri., Feb 7 th vs. Acadia 

Sat., Feb 8 th vs. StFX 

Both games 7pm 
at the Halifax 


Tickets on sale at The Halifax Forum Box Office 

Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm 




TomStrong Night 

In appreciation and support for 
Assistant Coach Tom Lee. 


The Huskies will be raising money ^ leukemia t. 


^the tojkftmia and Lymphoma 
rNova Scotia 


LYMPHOMA 
SOCIETY 
Of CANADA 


www.smuhuskies.ca Follow us @SMUhuskies f fl u 

(WiMMrteiMiM M ww 
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Greater in Year 8? 






a run at the Sanki Sliding 
Centre on Wednesday in Sochi, Russia, alex livesey/getty images 


Repeat potential 


Steven Holcomb of the U.S. was 
the top driver on the men’s 
World Cup circuit with Kaillie 
Humphries the top woman. 
Both won gold in Vancouver 
and might again this year. 

The U.S. has two Olympic 
track athletes on the women’s 
team, with gold medallist 
Lauryn Williams 
and Lolo Jones 
qualifying as 
push athletes. 


Did you know? 


Bobsled. She’s 
dominated the circuit 
since winning gold in 
2010, and Calgarian 
says she might have 
another gear for Sochi 


Kaillie Humphries won Olym¬ 
pic bobsled gold four years ago 
and has finished first at the 
last two world championships. 

In what should give her 
rivals cause for concern in So¬ 
chi, she is just now hitting her 
peak. 

“They say it takes eight to 
10 years to build a really good 
bobsleigh pilot,” Humphries 
said. “I’m at year eight right 
now.” 

The timing seems to be 
lining up perfectly for the 
28-year-old. She has won three 
World Cup titles this season 
and is in her usual perch on 
top of the overall standings. 

She reunited with brake- 
woman Heather Moyse of 
Summerside, P.E.I., and they 
opened the campaign with an 
impressive win in Calgaiy. 

Triumphant underdogs 
four years ago in Vancouver, 
now they’re the team to beat. 


BMW doesn’t just make fast cars. Their sled-building business 
will be on full display in Sochi, with Germans, Americans and 
Canadians — all medal favourites — among the nations racing in their 
sleds. And while those sleds bear the same logo, there’s some signifi¬ 
cant set-up and technological differences depending on which nation's 
flag is affixed. 


Zen in a bullet 


“You have 
to be able 
|i* j to feel, you 
I ^ have to be 

l> able to see. 

Soon the track walk I'm 
able to see things slowed 
down. I’m able to look at 
things exactly as they are.” 

Kaillie Humphries, on racing down a bobsled 
run at 130 km/h. 

“She’s got great expecta¬ 
tions,” Canadian coach Tom 
De La Hunty said of Humph¬ 
ries. “She’s won the last two 
world championships. So at 
the top level, she knows how 
to deal with the pressure and 
the pressure is going to be 
great this time I’ll tell you.” 

Humphries has emerged 
as one of the faces of the Can¬ 
adian team in the lead-up to 
Sochi. It’s a position she seems 
to enjoy. 

The Canadian bobsled team 
attended a half-hour introduc- 
toiy news conference Wednes¬ 
day at the Gorki Media Centre 
in Sochi. Humphries stayed 
for an extra 20 minutes, hold¬ 
ing court with reporters in her 
friendly and engaging manner. 

The spotlight shines bright¬ 
est eveiy four years and Hum¬ 
phries is ready. 

‘Mentally I’m stronger,” 
she said. “Physically I feel 
like I’m in a great position 
right now. Overall it takes a 
whole package. It’s about bal¬ 
ance, it’s not just one aspect. 
I’m definitely a lot more well- 
rounded. I still get tested, I 
still have my moments when 
I fail those tests. 

“I still am learning a lot in 
the position that I’m in.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


‘You can’t force healing’: Stamkos slaying home 


Steven Stamkos will not play 
for Team Canada at the Sochi 
Olympics after tests revealed 
Wednesday that his broken 
right leg is not completely 
healed. 

Tampa Bay Lightning doc¬ 
tors said they couldn’t clear 
him to play after examining 
his most recent CT scan and 
will re-evaluate his condition 
again in two to three weeks. 

It’s a big blow for the 
23-year-old, who had been 
optimistic earlier this week 
that he might be able to play 
by as soon as Saturday. 

“Today is obviously veiy 
disappointing for me,” Stam¬ 
kos said in a release. “I hon¬ 



estly believe that we did eveiy- ize you can’t force healing. I 
thing possible in order to have know, in the best interest of 
my injured leg ready in time my long-term health, I cannot 
for the Olympics, but I real- represent Canada in Sochi, as 


Yzerman’s next decision 


Hockey Canada did not 
immediately announce a 
replacement for Stamkos, 
though Claude Giroux, Light¬ 
ning teammate Marty St. 
Louis and James Neal figured 
to be the leading candidates. 


much as I would like to.” 

Lightning general manager 
Steve Yzerman, who is also 
Team Canada’s executive dir¬ 
ector, said Stamkos “should 
not be participating in game 
action at any time in the near 

filtUre.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Canadian flag-raising 


‘Sense of majesty' 
at welcome party 

As the sun set over Russia’s 
Black Sea, it shined on the 
Canadian flag just as it was 
hitting the top of the flagpole 
with the national anthem 
playing in the background. 

It marked an unofficial 
start at the Sochi Olympics 
for Canada. It didn’t take long 
for chef de mission Steve 
Podborski to stop thinking 
about red and white and start 
dreaming about gold. 

“When the Canadian flag 
went up, the sun is glaring 
on it, it blows out and you 
can see the Maple Leaf and 


I’m thinking, ‘I’m sure we’re 
going to hear more of that,”’ 
he said. “It was really, really 
great.” 

Before the flag went up, 
about a hundred Canadian 
athletes marched into the 
city’s international plaza. 
They watched the Choir of 
Siberia sing and dance and a 
Russian honour guard march 
beside the stage. 

It was an expression of 
Russian culture two days 
before the official opening 
ceremony in Sochi. 

“The Russians really bring 
a sense of majesty and some¬ 
thing big to a ceremony like 
this,” Podborski said. “It was 
really charming.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Olympic relay. Flame 
reaches final destination 


The Olympic flame reached 
Sochi Wednesday, following 
a 65,000-kilometre route, the 
longest in the histoiy of the 
Games. 

The relay generated 
genuine public enthusiasm, 
featuring famous cultural 
figures, athletes and other 


celebrities, and drawing big 
crowds across Russia. 

But it also has seen some 
spectacular gaffes, with the 
flame flickering out on doz¬ 
ens of occasions and, in some 
cases, even engulfing the 
bearers. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Record-setting journey 



The relay started in Moscow 
on Oct. 7 and stopped at more 
than 130 cities and towns 
across Russia. Along the way, 
the torch travelled to: 


reasons, the torch didn't 
burn aboard the ISS. 


Europe and Russia’s highest 
mountain. Russian moun¬ 
taineers lit the torch atop 
Mount Elbrus — at 18,510 
feet — the highest moun¬ 
tain in Russia and Europe. 


The world’s deepest lake. In 

November, divers plunged 
into Lake Baikal, the world's 
biggest and deepest 
freshwater 
lake, with spe¬ 
cial torches 
burning 
under¬ 
water. 


Outer space. On Nov. 

7, a rocket carried 
the torch to the 
International Space 
Station. Cosmonauts 
Oleg Kotov and 
Sergei Ryazanskiy 
then took the torch 
on an unprecedented 
spacewalk Nov. 9. For safety 


• The North Pole. 

Aboard a nuclear- 
powered icebreaker, 
the ceremony involved 
torch bearers from 
eight Arctic nations. 
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T Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Something will happen today 
that takes you by surprise but 
if you stand back and look at it 
in an objective light, you will 
see it had to occur. Chances 
are a few weeks from now, 
you will be glad it happened. 

^ Libra 

Sept. 24 -Oct. 23 

There willl be disorder today, 
most likely at work. Colleagues 
may discover that they are not 
up to keeping the promises 
they made. You could see it 
coming, so you won't be fazed. 


HI Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

You may have to be abrupt 
with certain people today, 
simply because they are too 
slow to work things out for 
themselves. Don't bruise 
egos for fun but make sure 
what needs to get done does. 

V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

Do you go out and have fun or 
do you stay in and get work 
done? If you are smart — you 
will sacrifice short-term 
enjoyment for long-term 
peace of mind. 

II Gemini 

May 22 - June 21 

You have thought about what 
you are planning and all you 
need to do now is get on with 
it. Don't worry that certain 
people may not approve. Most 
likely they're jealous. 

Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

With mind planet Mercury 
beginning one of its 
retrograde phases there is 
simply no point rushing to get 
things done. In the greater 
scheme of things, they're 
really not that important. 

8 Cancer 

June 22-July 23 

As Mercury turns retrograde 
today don't take anything for 
granted. But the world should 
not take you for granted 
either. Do something out of 
character, something no one 
would ever expect of you. 

15 Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

Be careful when dealing with 
those whose outlook on life is 
different to yours. If you adopt 
the attitude that you're always 
right and they're always 
wrong, conflict is inevitable. 

&Leo 

July 24-Aug. 23 

Unexpected events will dis¬ 
rupt your routine today and 
you won't be happy about 
it. But as there is nothing 
you can do to change things 
there's not much point get¬ 
ting uptight about it, is there? 
Stay calm and carry on. 

: Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

You try to be honest in your 
dealings but you just can't get 
through to people. This is likely 
to be a theme of the next few 
weeks while Mercury moves 
retrograde, so get used to it. 

K Pisces 

1TP Virgo 

Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 

If a colleague makes an error 
and causes you problems 
today, don't make a big deal 
of it. Everyone makes 
mistakes so do what you can 
do make them feel better. 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

You're hardly a decisive person 
and with Mercury, planet of 
communication and the mind, 
turning retrograde in your sign 
today you will change your 
mind yet again. Others won't 
like it but you are who you are. 

SALLY BROMPTON 


Crossword: Canada Across and Down 



PLAY 


19 


See today’s answers at metronews.ca/answers. 

BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 


Across 

1. Not near 
4. Played over 
9. "Batman” star 
Adam, and surname- 
sakes 

14. Tenn. neighbour 

15. Southwestern 
Ontario gorge village 

16. Sir Newton 

17. Wayne and 
Shuster: 2 wds. 

19. Steamy spot 

20. Geena's 1991 
title role 

21. Captain Hook's 
sidekick 

23. Wine aperitif 

24. Coffee brand 

25. Helmet part: 2 
wds. 

27. Simon Cowell's 
production company 

29. Athena's walk¬ 
way 

30. "_sure be nice 

if...” 

33 - Some sound 
36. Feminine suffix 
39 - PEI is geographic¬ 
ally unique because 
it what?: 3 wds. 

43 - Uni 

44 - Also, in Montreal 

45 - Kit 

46. "Wow.” 

49 - Ages 

51. Certain classical 
composer 
55. Ms. Knightley 
59. Marion_(Pion¬ 

eering female aviator 
of Canada, b.1918 
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-d. 1995 ) 

60. Use red pen 

61. Did a sports team 
transaction 

62. _-toothed tiger 

64. Canadian actor 
who plays Captain 
Renard on "Grimm”: 

2 wds. 

66 . Carpeting 'spot' 

67. "We Can Work_ 


_” by The Beatles 

68 . Navigator's dir. 

69. Goes up-and- 
down in weight 

70. Crowned heads in 
Russia, once 

71. Brit's thank yous 

Down 

1. Actualities 

2. Hawaiian hi 


3. Noodle dish 

4. Eddie_, Marius 

in "Les Miserables” 
(2012) 

5. "Air Force One” 
(1997) actor Mr. 
Baskin 

6 . Towels holder 

7. In_(Hurried) 

8 . Ms. Watts 

9. Most sage 


10. Conductor, 

_-Pekka Salonen 

11. Bigg Soxx: Can¬ 
adian rapper on new 
song "Heroes” feat. 
Choclair, prod, by 
C4ENT. 

12. Actress Ms. Ray- 
monde 

13. Cliff type 
18. Deer sorts 


22. Ells and Ems fol¬ 
lowers 

25. _phrase 

26. Steel-_boots 

28. Lettuce variety 

30. Doctrine 

31. Even if, briefly 

32. Splashy ‘80s Can¬ 
adian series: 2 wds. 
34. Old French coin 

35 - Actor, Buddy_ 

37 - Three, in Turin 
38. Ballpark fig. 

40. Tooth part 

41. Bear, in Barcelona 

42. Hockey arena 
regulars, colloquially: 
2 wds. 

47. Martin and 
Charlie 

48. Brick carrier 

50. Char, in cooking 

51. Domineering 

52. Lyre-playing Muse 
53 - Sojourn 

54. Mona Lisa's room 
at the Louvre in Paris, 

Salle des_ 

56. Boomtown Rats' 

"_Like Mondays” 

57 - Queen: Spanish 
58. Tools for wood¬ 
workers 

61. Wee weekday 
63. "Blame It on_” 

(1984) 

65. "_guy walks 

into...” 
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Yesterday's Sudoku 
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Your #1 weather forecast now available In HD. 
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THEY’RE BACK... 
AND THEY’RE BAG 
EARLY THIS YEAR 



RAM 1500 DIESELS 
COMING SOONI 


ONLY AT DARTMOUTH DODGE CAN YOU GET A DEAL LIKE THIS! 




i'tMRTMOUm 

A 


// Jeep — 


n ram 


('V/rt'rr A/o* n ■Sfao/sa C'otfre* fa Stow/ 



2014 RAM 1500 
SXT QUADRH 
CAB 4X41 


•SXT APPEARANCE 
•REAR BACK UP CAMERA 

• BLUETOOTH 

• FOG LIGHTS 
•TRAILER TOW 


Stk# 14RQ0666 




Stk# 14RQ2353 2014 RAM 1500 

SPORT CREW 
CAR 4K4 


Was *53,035 
NOW 

$ 37,986or 

$ 267 b/w 


2014 RAM 1500 
SPORT QUAD 
CAB 4X4 


Stk# 14RC2153 



Stock# 14RC7318 



Was *57,135 
NOW 

$ 41,477or 

s 289 b/w 


19021469 9050 

ddodge.com 


PRICES EXCLUDE FREIGHT, TAXES AND FEES. PAYMENTS INCLUDE FREIGHT, TAXES AND FEES. 
PRICES ALSO INCLUDE ALL CONSUMER BONUS CASH PLUS ALL REBATES TO DEALER. 































